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Ms. Renata B, Hesse
Antitrust Divigion

U.8. Department of Justice
601 D Street NW, Suite 1200
Waghington, DC 20530-0001

Dear Ms. Hesse,

There is & growing sentiment among cconomists that we are finally seeing the light at the end of
the tuonel of our nation’s recession, The markets are improving, and the economi ; forecast is generally
positive, However, state revenues are down and most states will have to consider tongh cuts on spending
in coming budgets.

In Massachusetts, we have witnessed a shrinking state revemue base mosti 7 caused by the
recession. My growth opportunitics were squandered in the 1990s, and now, in stesd of tadmg on our
accomplishmsnts, we are limenting over what might have boen.

One thing that can be done to aid states’ economies is to end the Micrmsot ! lswsuit. We are
writing in support of the nine states and the Department of Justice’s settlemant apgs sement. Jt ig a fait and
reasonable agreement, which brings & satigfactory oonolusion to this long-unming mntitrust case.

As the old saying goes, a rising tide floats all boats. And just as a rising tide will float a baat
sitting at the lowest point first, 30 the resolution of this case will help those who hive the farthest to nsc
fivet.

The technology-driven “innovation economy” bas ereated tremendous opg ortunitios for the
pitizens of the Commonwealth, But we must act now to take some of the uncertaiity out of ths aconomy.
We urge you to endorse this settlernent agreement, which would provide states greater confidence in
fiscal planning and would allow entreprensurs and businesses to get back to the btsiness of creating new

CODSUITIONS.

Assistant Minonty Whip
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